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pnlnr regions are hardlj"

THE accessible than th
Nattonnl Park tho
p!h ground of th

American people Is In winter. Thin
It scarcely concclvnhK for In rummer
40,000 visitors now find It one uf the
ealesl placei to reach and to tral
UlTOUBh

Lieutenant rredcrlck RcliwntK'i
made an attempt to explore the piirk
In January nearly twenty the .xers
apo. He had returned not long before
from tan expedition In fenrch of Sir
John FVanklln's partv that hud perish-
ed In the nrptlc region. Hefore that
he had been on n 3.000 mile sledge
Journey In the frozen north and had
suffered terrible hardship. On hi trip
Into1 the Yellowstone Park Lieutenant i

Schwatka was aocompanled bv a large.
pirtj. Thev traveled

on Norwegian skis and Canadian web
snowshoes. but the nn .i ... lipht
that It would not support them, and
thfclr toboggans were exceedingly diff-
icult to draw. It took them three das
to cover twenty miles. Lieutenant
Schwatka. Inured as he was to such
hardships, fell 111 and was unable to,
proceed. He and all the rest of the'
party but four of tho sturdiest men
turned back. Tho photographer. V,

Jay Haines: TMward Wilson n eovern
meni cout. and two other- - on
11 took them twenty-nin- e rt 'in
the circuit of the park. lOf le
thermometer ranged betw .ml
SO degree below zero most of t.i- time,
and the adventure nearlj cost them
their lives, k

Winter Population of the "Playground."
The total winter population of tho

park Is usunlly between four and five
hundred people These Include three
troops of cavalry. The cavalry can uso
ther horse only during tho summer
months. During the winter they arc
Atablcd at Fort Yellowstone. The stago
horses nr driven down to the low-
lands, miles away, when the tourist
season Is over, and graze In the shel-
tered valleys there until tho snows
melt

In" the great hotels that nre thronged
during the tourist season lle only the
caretakers, gonerullj two In each place,

. man and his wife. The lira I blizzard
Isolates from tho world outside every-
body In this great national domain that
has an area of T..",Z square miles. No
vallej: w.lthln Its limits has nn elevation
of lss than 6,000 feet, while many of
the mountain peaks within and near
the Park rltse from 10,000 to 11.000
feet above sea level Yellowstone Lnko.
J 4 by 20 miles In size. Is the largest
body of water In America at that alti-
tude. 7.741 feet above tho sea On the
summit of the range, a few miles south
of YflloT-ston- e Lake, Is Two Ocean
Pond, a small lake with two outlts.
one Into the Atlantic thrnush th Yel-

lowstone and Missouri rl". ers. the oth-
er Into th Pacific through "h Snake
rUer, a branch of lh Columbia The
Oram! Can on "f the Yellowstone, ten
miles long has an average depth of
1.200 feet, and is the most brilliant!)
colored landscape In existence. But In
winter everj thing Is blanketed with
toow eight to ten feet dep All Is

the more than half n hun-
dred great gexsers that throw their
columns, of boiling water hundreds ot
fet;t In the air. almost as little seen by
humankind as when they began their
poutings Hgea HBO t
."Frdm .December to March the en-

forced dwellers In the .Park nra nearlv
s 'mucn cut off from the world as

thodgh the were penned In by the Po-

lar. Ice. of rourse the tolephone and
the telegraph bring them scrap of

vnews from the outur world, but the
only way of getting about is on snow-shoe- s

or skis Even then the dis-

tances between the places where the
people lle ate so great and the wnvs

o dangerous that few sntura forth.
Only the Go ernment scouts, whose
dutv It Is to look after the wild life In
the Jark and see that it Is not molested
by poachers, get out at nil. The rest
of the people there are like the bcare
'they hibernate until Spring. An am-
ple oupph of fuel and provisions Is
laid In before the first snowstorms be-

gin to sweep over the Continental D-

ivide, and there Is little to do until the
sun swings northward and the snows
melt,
Building a Hotel Amid Arctic Tern

pertture.
'Despite the arctic rigors of this re- -

1 irlon, howrver. 250 men have been
fighting tho cold there this winter
completing the fifth of the big hotels
that are the halting Places of tourists
In this Bttmmer playground that be- -
long to the people of tho United
Htattn. Tho first order prepared on
kltohen ranges of this new 3which stands on tho br nh of the gre
precipice down which roars endlessy
Uifttnlghty cataract of the Yellowstone,

Ws tor nails. Nails big and little, brads
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and aplkri, tcnpennles and shingles, had
to b hentcd on the cook stoe before
tli carpenters could bundle them. The
rraafln for this haste was that the 'new
hotel had to be finished In time for the
summer season. wh"ii the park 1 In
Its brief period of erdant glory.

More people 111 go to the Yellow-
stone National Park this year than ever
before. In 1872. when the '"tWal nt

dedicated It "an a public par't
or Plf-wi- t grot.nd for the benefit and

Jnyment of the people." probably not
'"or" ,h,in a thousand persons a year
were visiting It. In the next twentv- -
three vear the number of visitors
climbed slowly to about R,000 annuall-
y. In 1895, the authorities began
counting the person who entered the
Park, and complete records hnvo been
kept ever since. There were 6.43S vis-

itor In 1835 Ten ears later the nil in --

hr had risen to 21.188. In UOfi. It
dropped to 17.172. The next year It
fell off nearly a thousand. In 1908. the
total wna 18.748. Then enme tha most
remnrkahlo Increase In visitors that
the park over has known. In 1909. thern
were nearly twice n many (.12,543) us
the year before. This was principally
due to the opening of a new railroad
gateway to the park at Yellowstone.
Mnntnrn which mado It much easier
of i" "ss. .

A tilt of E, H. Harriman's Wizardry.
This came about through a visit that

tho late J3 It. Ilarrlrnan mado to the
Park in the summer of 1904. Ho was
so Impressed by tho wonders of the
Park that he Immediately ordered the
location and construction of a branch
from tho Oregon Short Lino, a part of
tho Unjon I aclflc system, to tho west-
ern border of the Park. This road,
from Idaho Pulls to Yellowstone. Mon-
tana, twenty miles from tho lower
Geyser Ilasln, was finished Nov. 12,
1307. and was opened for traffic the
following June It Is 107 miles long and
cost neat'.y S2,000,000. Its construction
called Into play tho greatest enorgy and
skill in tho isclence of railroad build-
ing. '

Owing to the deep snows and sovcre
winters work could be carried on dur-
ing only about four months of tho year.
Hut, In that brief season, a vast army of
men nnd machines tolled night and
day. The giant mountain barriers with
thel- - deep valleys In between had to bo
conquered. That part of tho earth

here the rails ran had to be rcmod- -
jrltd so as to 6ecure tho snfest and
earlest grades. Probably "no railway.
where so many obstacles had to be
overcome, ever was built In so short a
time. Rut the largely Increased num-
ber of visitors to the Park has proved
that the new line Is fully appreciated.
Of the more than 40,000 who entered
the Park last year nearly half wont bj
this new Western Gateway t that Mr
Hnrrlman created.
The government scouts who are guard-

ians of the wild are about
tho only ones who ever seo much of
tho winter beauties of the Park. Those
who havo been there any length of
time havo loarned much that Is new
about the habits of tho animals that
abound there, although they
concerned In keeping poachers out of
the park, There are fewer of these
now than there used to be, because
heavier penalties have been laid by tho
Government on those who are caugh,t.
The few that do venture Into tho Park
mostly como In winter. Then there Is
less chance of their being detected, but
more risk of losing their lives In tho
cold and snow.. One thing more than
till others tempts them the buffalo.
Unscrupulous taxidermists will pay tho
weight In silver for a buffalo head
nowadays, for these heads nre praetl-en'l- y

unattainable by legitimate moans.
The rest of the wild creatures that
make their homea In the Park are sel
iloni molested.

Poaching In tha Deep Snows.
It has been seventeen years since onn

of these XKU'heiB after buffflo has
been caught, hut he did so much dam-
age before he una nrrestcd that It has
taken a long tlmu to mako up for It.

Early In March, 1894, a party was
at Fort Yellowstone for tho

purpose of visiting the winter ranges
of thg game to ascertain the exact
number of buffalo that still existed and
to photograph them. The party trav-ele- d

on Norwegian snowhoes, with
packs of sleeping bags, provisions and
camera, directly to Ha den Valley la
Norrls and thn Orand Canyon. They
found eighty-on- e buffalo In the valley,
together with numerous small groups
of elk aggregating more than 300.
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In secluilca spot toward tho end of
tho second day's march they discover-
ed the cache of poacher. They were
much surprised at this, as they had
had no Idea that thero was any one in
tho Park killing game. The cache con-

sisted of convns tepee, sleeping bag,
provisions nnd Inboggan, nnd they
found six buffalo heads suspended In
treo nearby. traco of flro In tho
topoo led the scouts to bollovo that the
poacher was not far away. To rapture
him was tho nnxt move. It hod been
snowing constantly nil tho morning,
and all tho snowshoe trncks leading
from the camp were entirely obliterat-
ed, Tho scouts sepn-tte- d and went In
dlffcront directions tP

When five miles from tho camp one
of them heard half dozen rlflo shots
In rapid succession. Hustenlng through
the timber In that direction, ho enme
upon nn opening In tho forest nnd saw
the poacher. Ho had driven six of tho
buffalo Into tho deep snow nnd hud

tho ontlre band. The scout
was alono and armed only with re-

volver. Poachers of this kind nre o

men, They know that tho arm
of th'e Federal Government Is long and
Its grip sure once seizes them
Thotofore they fight to the last. No
desperado Is more reckless of his life.
Tho scout know all this, but did not
hesltato for moment. It was still

.snowing hard, and neither tho poacher
nor his dog noticed tho scout's ap
proach. Tho scout was within twenty
feet of tho poacher and had him cov-

ered with his revolve before ho told
him to throw up his hands moment
more, and he was disarmed. Then he
wns handcuffed and taken to thn
gunrdhouso at Fort Yellowstone. Ho
had killed about one-eigh- of all the
buffalo In the Park.
Elks and Bears Very In

the "Big Cold."

There are about 250 buffalo In the
Park now. To protect them more ef'
foctually against poachers about "Q9l

are Kept an inciosuro and have be
come partly Tho
malnder run wild In the country to the
eatt of Yellowstone Lake.

Fully B.000 elk winter In tho foothills
of Mount Washburn, on Speclmon
Ridge, along the east fork of the

and'ulong tho main stream of
that river clear to the base of Mount
Evnrts, During the winter tho elk llvo
in "yards" places 500 to 1.000 feet In
diameter. whre they keep the snow
trodden down The bull elks patrol
theso "yards" at night as to keop
away the mountnln lions and other
animals that prey upon them,

The tlks ched tholr horns about the
first of March, and until they grow out
ugaln lead quiet life so that tholr
nprouting horns will not be Injured
At the tlmo when they shed their horns
they are still herded together, and now
nnd then scout will run across some
secluded spot In tho primeval wilder-
ness where the ground covered with
two or throe score of those great an-

tlers, some of them six or seven feet
long They ore allowed to remain
where they are, for is not permitted
to tuke them from the Park or even to
use them for deror.-.tlv- e purposes there
But before the end of the next winter
thoy disappear. Tho field mlco and
other small rodents cat them.

Tho bears that are seen around the
hotels in the summer time, stealing
garbage or fighting therf searchlight
when turned on them at night go
Into winter quarters In November or
December nnd sleep until spring. There
nro hundreds of them, blank, brown
and grlMly. They go Into caves or
hollow logs under the rools of trees
that tho snow will cover. Thero are
many natural caves In the Park. Some-
times four five bears will snuggle
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up to each other tn the samo cavo and
sleep the winter away. It Is In winter,
too, that the cubs aro born. When tho
baby bear comes Into tho world ho is
not much bigger than a rat, but ho
grows and grows In his cavo, kept
warm by his mother until spring.
When he emerges into tho light ho Is
a full grown cub, qulto able to take
care of himself and fight anything of
his size.

A Paradise For Wild Things.
Millions ot troutj come up Into the

smaller streams to spawn In tho spring.
Dears live mostly on berries and IIhIi,
when thoy con gat them. Since thero
nre no berries In tho opting tho bears
break their fast on fish. They wade
Into the creeks nnd scoop them out
with tholr paws. When tho little hoars
get tired of catching fish In tho shallow
pools they go limiting for molds and
work as as puppy dogs
digging them out ot tha earth,

when the bears aro lean and hun-
gry. Is their busiest time.

of tho Park Is a dense
forest, a primeval wilderness. Away
from tho fow hotels, tho roads and tho
trails tha Park today Is what It wan
before oven a Pharaoh telgncd In
Kgypt. It Is such a paradise for tho
wild things that roam at will there
that they havo less to fear, oven from
each other and from tho elements, than
anywhere elso In tho wilderness. When
tho fury of tho winter utorms drives
the elk, deer, mountain sheep and an
telqpe Into tha sheltered valleys and
canyons thoy have nothing to bo afraid
ot except the pelting, driven steel-du- st

of the mountain blizzards. Naturo Is
kind even to the birds. On tho great
terraces whero the springs
of hot water flow gather
great docks of wild ducks and other
fowl.

In this region, nearl.1 MOO feet above
the sea, whero the mercury sinks away
below zero frofn 'December to Murch,
there Is far more wonder and mystery
In midwinter than tho summer tourist
ever gf Is" a hint of, Is
miles awav acrtfaH a wilderness of
shining, snowclod Tho galo
driven snow dances over this waste
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and Is plica into fantastic drifts. Some-
times It is swept with a roar through
tho mountain gorgca fautor than tho
swiftest railway truln ever traveled. It
covers to the caves somo of the big A
UotHls., In Hummer tlmo tlioso places
aro huzzlng with life, hut In vvlntor
they aro pictures qX dcMOlatlon, almost
Indistinguishable from the rest of the
landscaro beneath thu anshroudlng
snow. If the curetnkors wish to get
out thoy havo to obtain oxlt from n
window on ono of the upper lloora In

Tall treos bin led In tho snow appear
llko bushes Tho geneinl aspect of the
country Is entirely changed.
Masses of Ptiroot White In Placo of

Brilliant Hued Rocks.
Tha lncompurublo wonder of tho

Grond Canyon of tho Yellowstone, that In
hugo gush In tho onrtli whoso walls Is
Blow with every tint of jewels and
flowers, Is a mass of purest white save
where hero nnd thero tho winds havo
Rwept away tho snow and left ti.o bril-
liant

nt
hued rocks exposed. Their reds

und yellows and purples and crimsons
glow tho brighter In contrast with tho
surrounding whltoness, Tho black fo-

liage of tho plnus stands out sharply.
Where- tho water slides over tho preci-
pice

to
and forms tho Great Fulls of tho

Yellowstone It roars down us vvhlto as
carded wool. Down at tho bottom of
tho gorge, where tho waters aro swift
and deep, thoy nro black Thero are
lihmenso Iclclea 200 feet long. An lco
brldgo a hundred feet high Is formed
at tho luisQ of tho falls.

Tho grout Koysers piny endlessly,
each at Its appointed period, although
no one 1b theie to see them. Every
aeventy minutes Old Faithful sends Its
column of water nnd steam 300. COO,

sometimes 1,000 feet Into tho air and
holds It thero for threo minutes. Homo- -
times tho wlndH unfold from Ito top an
Iridescent banner of spray: ut other
times tho fountain form Is n perfect
cone. In winter Its boiling hot water
gives off a ast ciOltd of drifting steam
At nlghtfnll of a Jhnuory pvenlng this
Immutable water olqr.k of the Yellow-
stone becomes U ipec.tro of ghostly
while, a sight so strange and startling
that even those ,hi neighbor with It
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norer loso tnolr awo of Its majesty.
All about tho geysers tho foliage of
tho trees Is heavily laden with Ice, giv
ing them it thousand fantastic shapes.

cloud of vapor, llko tho steam from
somo groat manufacturing city, hangs
and drifts over tho goyscr basins tho
workshop ot nature

Tho "Sisterhood" o tno Geysers.
Thero nro moto than fifty In this

giant sisterhood ot goyscrs. Not even
Iceland or Now Zcnlond br nny-whe- ro

nlso whero tho earth Is still be-
ing mado Is there such a convent of
their ordor ns In tho Yellowstone. No
ono over has been oblo to describe
them adequately In words any more
than It has been possible to tell on tho
printed page tho extent of, tho wonders

this "workshop of (ho Almighty." It
n place whero n,lmost overy form of

creative eccentricity In naturo Is found.
Hut tho geysers play unseen, and tho

ngents that nro molding tho earth hecp
their tasks in splltudo all winter

long. Tho great streams and water
falls never rest In their loll of tearing
down tho heights and building up tho
vnlloys. Only during threo months lir
tho year Is It possible for many people

see this Tllanlo work of Naturo in
progress. If those whp .travel for
nleasuro overy summer know how curl
ou'b and beautiful a placo tho Park la
thero would be as great an Influx of
visitors between tltoiath of June, when
tho season begins, and the 16th of Hep
tember, when It ends, as now sat) away
to Europe for rest and play.

'To got to tho new gateway to this
wonderland by the most direct routo
tho traveler branches off from the
main lino of the Union raclllc at Og
den, Utah. A night's rldo In a Pullman
lands him nt Yellow stone station, the
western entrance of tho Park, ready for
the 158 mile totfr In tho Mouldu and
Yellowstone stages that are awaiting
him. Tho trip through tho Park may
bo mado In five days, or It may be cut
down to two by visiting (he region of
tno uoyscrs mono.

Many, Many Wonderful Things,
Thero are many wonderful things on

the road before one gets to the Yellow- -
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stone pork, however. Going west, from
Ogden on tho Union Pacific ls"one 'of
tho most stupondous pieces of rallvyny
engineering in tho world, the great Soit
Lnko cut-o- ff that was constructed at a
cost of J0.000.000 to save forty-thre- o

miles of tho dlstunco botween Ogden
and San Francisco. It crosses the
Great Salt Lako at Its deepcHt portion
and Is 102'i miles long. Somo of tha
best engineers In tho world pronounced
this cut-o- ff Impossible, but It was built
nnd Is ono of tho unlquo features of
American railroading.

Another thing Unit attracts travelers
Is Salt Lako City Itself, which has been
constantly In tho public oyo over since
It was n littlo huddlo ot wagons In tho
wilderness moro thnn three generations
ago. In many ways It Is one of tits
most ronmrkablo cities In the world,
nnd as tho seat of power of the reli-
gious empire of tho Mormons It Is
unlquo. Tho Tabernacle, with Its great
organ, tho biggest In the world, and
the other notable buildings havo been
described over and over again, but no
words or photographs can plcturo them
adequately any moro than they can a
bath In the lake Itself In water In

which ono cannot sink. ,

To get to tho Yellowstone National
Park or to Salt Lake City Is now one
of tho easiest things Imaginable. Tha
directions nre simple: You go to Ogden
by tho Union Pacific, tho new and di-

rect route, turn to tho north for ths
park nnd to the south for tho "City of
tho Saints."

The "First Man on the Ground."

It Is Just a hundred and four years
since tho Yellowstone territory was
discovered. A trapper and hunter
found It. Ho was ono John- - Colter, a
private of the famous Lewla.and Clark
Expedition. When. In 1808, this dis-

tinguished band of pioneers retraced
their steps and started back to St.
Louis over their route that eventually
opened up the great Northwest Colter
broke away. All by himself, he set out
for tho headwater of tho Missouri. JJa
was practically forgotten when, four
years later, ho came Into St. Louis,
tattered, torn, Indian-lik- e In his ways,
but bubbling over with enthusiasm.

He had seen the most wonderful
place In the world, ho said, where
steam came out of the earth and scald-
ing water leaped miles high, where
thoro were diabolical furnaces under
ground. It would have been the "abode
of the damned," he said, but for tha
fact that thero was no sign, for hun-
dreds of miles, of human beings. Sur-
rounded by the curious, John Colter
talked for days on the wonders he had
seen. And he met with the fate of
many; no one believed him.

Ho told of too many wonders, fit
Louisiana marveled, then laughed, thit,
for many a long year, spoke of "Col-
ter's Hell." They thought he had

all.
nut Colter, trapper, pioneer and dis-

coverer, proved exactly right. It was
not until thirty-fou- r years later that
he was found to have told the truth.
Urldger. the noted guide, confirmed nil
romantic story. r
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